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Abstract 
This study aims to analyze the conditions and legal consequences of the cancellation of wills in civil inheritance 
law. In inheritance law, a will is an instrument that gives the heirs the freedom to determine the division of 
wealth as they wish. However, the cancellation of a will often occurs due to changes in the condition or wishes of 
the heir before he dies. This study uses normative juridical methods, with an approach to laws and regulations 
and literature studies to examine juridical aspects related to the cancellation of wills, conditions that must be 
met, and legal implications for heirs. The results of the study show that the annulment of a valid will must meet 
certain formal requirements, such as being carried out by heirs who have legal capacity and are in good mental 
health. Cancellation that is not in accordance with the procedure can result in legal uncertainty and disputes 
among the heirs, as a will that was previously considered invalid can be considered valid again. The legal 
consequences of this annulment of a will include changes in the distribution of inherited property, which can be 
done under general inheritance law if there is no new valid will. This study highlights the importance of 
procedural clarity and legal education so that heirs and heirs understand the impact of the act of annulment. 
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1. Introduction 
Inheritance of wealth is a crucial aspect in inheritance law that regulates the transfer of 

property rights from an heir to an heir after the heir dies. In this context, the will is one of the legal 
instruments that is often used to determine who is entitled to receive the property (Abdurrahman., 
2016). Wills allow heirs to specify specifically how their estate will be distributed and to whom, 
thus providing greater control over the distribution of assets after death. Situations in life often 
change, and various reasons may prompt an heir to annul a will that has been made. Annulment of 
a will is not an arbitrary act; It is governed by strict legal provisions in civil inheritance law. 
Therefore, it is important to understand the terms and procedures required for such cancellation 
to be recognized and legally valid. is increasingly relevant in the context of an ever-evolving society, 
where changes in family, economic, or health conditions can influence the decision of the heir. 

The conditions that must be met to cancel the will are closely related to the legal capacity of 
the heirs at the time the cancellation is made. The heir must be in a healthy mental state and not 
under the influence of coercion or fraud. Otherwise, the annulment could be questioned in court. In 
addition, the heirs must also have sufficient knowledge about the contents of the will that they want 
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to annull and the consequences of the action. This is where there is a significant research gap; Many 
previous studies have not touched on the psychological aspects that affect the legal capacity of the 
heirs, as well as a lack of understanding of the legal implications of annulment decisions. Another 
important aspect of the annulment of a will is the form and manner of making the will itself. Civil 
inheritance law often requires that a will must be made in writing and signed by the heir (Damar., 
2019). If the initial will is prepared in written form, then the cancellation must also be done in the 
same way, for example through a clear cancellation letter. If the cancellation is not carried out in 
accordance with the prescribed procedures, then the old will is still considered valid. In many cases, 
there is a phenomenon where the heirs are unaware that they must follow certain procedures to 
annul the will, which can result in conflicts between the heirs. 

The legal impact of the annulment of a will also cannot be ignored. After the will is annulled, 
the heirs' assets will be distributed based on the applicable legal provisions, which may differ from 
the previous heirs' will (Shidarta., 2015). If there is no valid will, then the inheritance law will 
regulate the distribution of property according to the order of heirs regulated in the law, which can 
result in undesirable consequences for the heirs. This study aims to identify and analyze how the 
decision to annul a will can have implications for the division of inheritance, especially in cases 
where there is no clear understanding of the applicable regulations. In this context, it is important 
to educate the public about the process and consequences of annulment of wills (Mulyadi., 2018). 
Often, a lack of understanding of inheritance law can lead to mismanagement of assets and disputes 
among heirs. Therefore, a good knowledge of rights and obligations in property inheritance is 
indispensable to prevent future conflicts. Lack of adequate legal education for the general public, 
which causes them not to know how to annul a will or what to do if a will is annulled. Research on 
the annulment of wills can also assist legal practice in resolving disputes that arise due to unclear 
or inconsistencies in the management of wills (Rasyid., 2017). Lawyers and other legal 
professionals need to understand the proper terms and procedures in order to provide accurate 
legal advice to clients who want to annul their wills. By increasing understanding among legal 
practitioners about the legal terms and impacts of annulment, it is hoped that it can reduce the 
number of dispute cases that arise after the heirs pass away. 

The study will also explore various legal cases related to the annulment of wills to provide a 
clearer picture of how the judicial system handles these issues. By analyzing court decisions, we 
can understand various considerations that affect legal decisions regarding the annulment of wills 
and their effects on heirs. This study seeks to bridge the existing research gap by providing an in-
depth analysis of the factors that influence the decision to annul a will and how it is interpreted in 
legal practice. Research on the annulment of wills in civil inheritance law is very relevant and 
important, considering the many factors that can affect the decision of the heir. By studying the 
conditions and legal impact of the annulment of wills, it is hoped that it can provide a deeper 
understanding of the legal mechanism in inheritance, as well as help the community in dealing with 
problems related to inheritance management. Through this research, it is hoped that it can 
contribute to the development of legal science, as well as become a reference for legal practitioners, 
academics, and the general public in understanding more about the annulment of wills and their 
implications in inheritance law. 
2. Method 

The research method used in this study is the normative juridical method, which aims to 
analyze and understand the legal norms that govern the annulment of wills in the context of civil 
inheritance law. This research begins with the collection of secondary data through literature 
studies, covering various legal sources, such as laws, government regulations, and relevant 
academic literature, in order to provide a strong legal foundation for understanding the terms and 
procedures for annulment. Furthermore, the researcher will analyze the laws and regulations 
related to inheritance law, especially those that regulate wills and their cancellation, including a 
review of the Civil Code (KUHPer) and related regulations. In addition, this study will explore the 
legal doctrine that has developed in the academic study of the annulment of wills, as well as conduct 
relevant case study analysis by identifying and analyzing court decisions to explore applicable legal 
practices. Researchers will also consult with legal experts or experienced practitioners in the field 
of inheritance law to understand complex issues that may not be explicitly regulated in the law. 
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Once the data is collected, qualitative analysis will be used to interpret and organize the 
information, as well as identify patterns and themes from the findings. Based on the analysis 
conducted, the researcher will draw conclusions regarding the conditions and legal impact of the 
annulment, as well as formulate recommendations for related legal practices and policies, in the 
hope of improving public understanding and reducing disputes among heirs. With this approach, it 
is hoped that this research can make a significant contribution to the development of legal science, 
especially in understanding the annulment of wills and their implications in inheritance law. 
3. Results and Discussion 

The results of the study show that the annulment of wills in civil inheritance law requires a 
deep understanding of the conditions regulated by laws and regulations. In the context of 
Indonesian law, the cancellation of a will can only be considered valid if it is carried out by the heirs 
who have adequate legal capacity, namely in a healthy mental state and not under pressure or 
coercion (Fadli., 2022). Many cases indicate that the heirs are often unaware of the importance of 
the mental state at the time of the annulment, which leads to disputes between the heirs. In 
addition, formal and written cancellation procedures are crucial aspects; If not followed, the 
cancellation can be considered invalid, thus adding to the potential for conflict between the entitled 
parties. In terms of legal impact, the annulment of the will will result in the distribution of the heirs' 
assets following the provisions of the applicable inheritance law, which can be different from the 
will of the heirs (Rakhmawati., 2020). If there is no valid will, the property will be divided according 
to the order of the heirs in the law. Research shows that this often leads to dissatisfaction and 
disputes among heirs, especially when they have different views on the right to inheritance. Existing 
legal doctrines provide guidance in interpreting norms regarding the annulment of wills, and courts 
often consider the intention of the heirs as well as the procedures followed in their rulings. 

The importance of legal education was also revealed in this study, where many individuals do 
not have an adequate understanding of the inheritance legal process, including the annulment of 
wills. This shows the need for increased understanding among the public regarding their rights and 
obligations as heirs, as well as the procedures that must be followed. By providing better education 
about inheritance law and the cancellation of wills, it is hoped that there will be a reduction in 
disputes related to property inheritance and increased awareness of the legal consequences of 
actions taken by heirs (Wahyuni., 2021). This research is expected to contribute to the development 
of legal understanding in society and more effective legal practice. The cancellation of a will is a 
complex legal process and requires special attention to the terms and conditions that apply in the 
inheritance law. A will serves as an official document that states the heirs' will regarding the 
distribution of their wealth after death. However, there are various reasons that can encourage an 
heir to cancel a will that has been made, such as changes in family conditions, changes in intentions, 
or other significant life events that affect the heir's decision. In this context, it is important to 
understand how the law regulates the annulment of a will so that the process can be carried out 
legally and does not cause disputes between heirs. 

The cancellation of a will can be done in several ways, depending on the provisions that apply 
in each country. In many legal systems, including in Indonesia, the annulment of a will must be done 
formally and clearly, for example through a cancellation letter signed by the heirs. This procedure is 
important so that the validity of the cancellation can be legally recognized and does not cause doubts 
in the future. If the cancellation is carried out improperly or does not meet the specified legal 
requirements, then the will that was previously considered canceled can still be considered valid, 
which has the potential to cause conflicts between the heirs. From a legal perspective, the 
cancellation of a will is not just an administrative process, but also involves consideration of the 
intention of the heirs. The court will often consider the reasons and circumstances behind the heir's 
decision to cancel his will. It is important for the heirs to document their intentions and reasons 
clearly, both in written and oral form, so that if necessary, it can be strong evidence before the law 
(Syarif., 2018). A good understanding of the legal procedures and the impact of annulment of a will 
can help reduce disputes among heirs and ensure that the will of the heirs is respected after they 
have passed away. Thus, the annulment of a will is an important aspect of inheritance law that 
requires attention and deep understanding from the heirs and heirs. Adhering to established 
procedures and understanding the legal consequences of such actions can help prevent future 

https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20240326051486001


Leges Privatae 
P-ISSN: 0000-0000; E-ISSN: 3025-1990 

Vol. 1 No. 4, October 2024 
DOI: 3048-3123 
Available : https://jurnalhafasy.com/index.php/msj 

Leges Privatae | 22 

 

 

conflicts and ensure that the management of the inheritance is carried out properly. Better legal 
education regarding the cancellation of wills is urgently needed to increase public awareness of 
rights and obligations in the inheritance process. Civil inheritance law is a branch of law that 
regulates the transfer of a person's property after he or she dies. In this context, inheritance law aims 
to provide clarity and certainty regarding the rights and obligations of the heirs to the heirs' 
inheritance. In Indonesia, civil inheritance law is regulated in the Civil Code (KUHPer) which covers 
various aspects, ranging from the appointment of heirs, the distribution of inheritance, to the 
management of these assets. One of the main principles in inheritance law is the separation between 
the inheritance and the personal property of the heirs, which is important in determining the rights 
and obligations of the heirs. 

In civil inheritance law, there are two commonly known systems, namely the inheritance 
system based on wills and the inheritance system based on law (Simanjuntak., 2019). In the 
inheritance system based on wills, heirs have the freedom to determine who is entitled to receive 
their inheritance. The will made must meet certain conditions in order to be considered valid, such 
as being signed by the heirs and made in written form. On the other hand, the inheritance system 
based on the law applies if the heir does not make a will. In this case, the distribution of assets is 
carried out in accordance with the provisions applicable in the law, such as the Criminal Code which 
regulates the order of heirs, namely heirs consisting of close family, such as children, spouses, and 
parents. In addition, the civil inheritance law also regulates the rights and obligations of heirs. Each 
heir has the right to receive a share of the inheritance, but also has an obligation to pay off the heir's 
debts if any. In practice, there are often disputes between heirs regarding the distribution of 
inheritance, especially if there is no clarity regarding the will or if there is a difference of opinion 
regarding the value of the inherited property (Sudarto., 2020). Therefore, it is important for the heirs 
to provide clarity in the wills made, as well as for the heirs to understand their rights and obligations 
under the applicable law. Increasing education about civil inheritance law can help people 
understand the inheritance process, so that it can minimize conflicts and disputes in the future. 

Conclusions 

The cancellation of a will is usually carried out if there is a discrepancy with legal provisions 
or an indication of a defect in its manufacture. Conditions that allow annulment include non-
conformity with formal procedures, such as the absence of a valid witness, undue coercion or 
pressure from other parties, fraud or misperception, and legal or mental incapacity of the testator at 
the time of drafting the will. Each country or jurisdiction may have different legal standards 
regarding this condition, but the basic principle is to ensure the validity of the testator's will. The 
legal impact of the annulment of the will is very significant because it changes the distribution of the 
inheritance that has been determined. This cancellation will return the inheritance rights to the heirs 
in accordance with the provisions of the applicable inheritance law, for example following the rules 
for the distribution of inheritance regulated in local laws or customary laws. In addition, cancellation 
can also have additional legal consequences such as adjustment or transfer of ownership, as well as 
cause further legal disputes if any party is dissatisfied with the cancellation decision. Overall, the 
process of canceling the will is very important to maintain fairness and avoid abuse of inheritance 
rights, as well as provide legal certainty for all interested parties in the distribution of heirs' assets. 
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