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Modernization of Education, modernization of education provides opportunities to introduce
Cultural Identity, Nusantara global skills and contemporary knowledge, but often also ignores
Education, Local Wisdom, or reduces the role of local wisdom in the curriculum. Some
Curriculum, Qualitative  schools have succeeded in integrating cultural values in modern
Approach. learning, but many also struggle to balance global demands and
the preservation of local cultural identities. Key challenges
include the lack of training for educators on local cultural
integration and limited resources for teaching materials that
combine tradition and modernity. This article suggests the need
for a more inclusive approach in designing a curriculum that can

accommodate local wisdom while meeting global standards

INTRODUCTION

Modernization of education is a global phenomenon that affects various aspects
of the education system throughout the world, including in the archipelago. In Indonesia,
this modernization process not only involves updating teaching methods and curricula
but also brings significant challenges in maintaining and preserving local cultural
identities. The archipelago, as a region rich in cultural diversity and traditions, faces a
major dilemma in balancing the demands of global education and the preservation of
local values (Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia, 2023;
Siregar & Wulandari, 2023).

In the context of modernization, educational curricula often focus on developing
21st-century skills and global knowledge that are considered essential to prepare students
to compete in the international job market. However, this process sometimes leads to
neglect of local cultural values that are an integral part of students' and communities’
identities (UNESCO, 2021). Local wisdom, which includes customs, languages, and
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traditional knowledge, often faces major challenges in increasingly globalized curricula
(Anderson & Smith, 2021).

It is important to understand how educational modernization affects cultural
identity in the archipelago, considering that education is the main means for cultural
transmission from generation to generation. This article aims to explore the impact of
modernization on cultural identity in Nusantara education through a qualitative approach.
This study will explore how the integration of local values in the educational curriculum
can be carried out effectively, as well as the challenges faced in efforts to preserve culture
amidst global change (Tuan, 2021; BPS, 2024).

METHODOLOGY

This article uses a qualitative approach to explore the impact of modernization on
cultural identity in Nusantara education. This research method includes several
techniques to gain in-depth insights into how the modernization process affects the
preservation of local cultural values in the education system. The following are details of
the methods used:
1. Case study
This research involves case studies of a number of schools in various regions of the
archipelago that have undergone a process of educational modernization. The selected
schools represent a variety of contexts, including schools in urban and rural areas. Data
were collected through direct observation in these schools and analysis of curriculum
documents and teaching materials. Analyzing how the modernized curriculum and
educational practices integrate or ignore local cultural values.
2. In-depth Interview
Interviews were conducted with key stakeholders, including teachers, students,
principals, and education policy makers. Interview questions were designed to explore
their experiences of the impact of modernization on cultural identity, the challenges they
face, and efforts made to preserve local values. Interview transcripts were analyzed
thematically to identify key themes and patterns related to the impact of modernization
on local culture.
3. Focus Group Discussion (FGD)
Focus group discussions were conducted with groups of students and teachers to gain
collective perspectives on the impact of modernization in education. The FGDs were
guided by a moderator who directed the discussion on topics related to cultural
preservation and the impact of modernization. Data from the FGDs were analyzed to
identify similarities and differences in participants’ views on the integration of cultural
values in modern education.
4. Documentation Analysis
Documents such as curricula, teaching guides, and program evaluation reports were
collected from schools involved in the study. To analyze how these documents reflect the
integration or neglect of local cultural values and to assess best practices in curricula that
combine local culture with modern education.
5. Field Observation
Observations were conducted in class and extracurricular activities to understand how
local cultural values are implemented or ignored in daily educational practices. Directly
observing interactions between students, teachers, and teaching materials and how
cultural values are transmitted in a modern educational context.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Integration of Local Wisdom in the Curriculum

Some schools in the archipelago have successfully integrated local cultural values into the
modern curriculum. For example, some schools in rural areas include lessons on local
customs and languages in compulsory subjects. However, many schools in urban areas
still focus on a curriculum dominated by global standards and often ignore local cultural
aspects.

Teacher and Student Perceptions

Interviews and FGDs showed that teachers and students in some schools felt pressured by
the demands of modernization that often sidelined local wisdom. Despite support for
modernization, many feared that cultural identity would be lost if traditional values were
not seriously maintained. The Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of
Indonesia (2023) reported that there was a need for better training for teachers on cultural
integration in the modern curriculum.

Challenges in Cultural Preservation

The main challenges identified include the lack of resources for teaching materials that
integrate local culture with modern education, as well as the lack of training for educators
on how to integrate cultural values in teaching. UNESCO (2021) emphasizes the
importance of providing adequate support and resources for cultural preservation in the
context of global education.

Local Values Integration Strategy

Schools that are successful in integrating local cultural values often do so in creative ways,
such as through community-based projects, cultural festivals, and collaborations with
local community leaders. These practices help students understand and appreciate their
cultural heritage while meeting global demands. Tuan (2021) suggests that a community-
based approach can help preserve local wisdom in education while meeting modern
standards.

DISCUSSION

The modernization of education in the archipelago has presented challenges and
opportunities in maintaining local cultural identity. Research findings show that while
there is a push to incorporate global elements into education, there is also significant effort
to ensure that local wisdom remains an important part of the curriculum.

Integrating local cultural values into modern education often depends on the commitment
and creativity of schools and the support of educational policies. Schools that successfully
integrate local wisdom do so by harnessing the strengths of local communities and
developing teaching materials that are relevant to the cultural context of students. In
contrast, schools that focus solely on global standards often run the risk of losing cultural
elements that are important to students’ identities.

Challenges such as lack of resources and training for teachers show that modernization of
education cannot be done separately from efforts to preserve local culture. Therefore, it is
important for policy makers to pay attention to the aspect of cultural preservation in the
modernization process, as well as provide adequate support to overcome existing
challenges.

Edutech, Vol. 1 No.2, September 2024 31



Anggia Faradina

CONCLUSION

This article examines the impact of modernization on cultural identity in education in the
archipelago using a qualitative approach. Based on the results of the study, several main
conclusions can be identified: Modernization and Cultural Integration The modernization
of education in the archipelago has brought about significant changes in curriculum and
teaching methods, often leading to a greater emphasis on global skills and contemporary
knowledge. However, the integration of local cultural values into a modern curriculum
still proves to be a major challenge. Schools that have succeeded in incorporating local
wisdom into their teaching have done so in creative and adaptive ways, such as through
community-based programs and cultural festivals. Challenges in Preserving Cultural
Identity; Major challenges in preserving cultural identity amidst modernization include
lack of adequate resources and lack of training for teachers on how to integrate cultural
values into the curriculum. Schools often face difficulties in balancing the demands of
global education with the need to maintain local cultural elements. Community Perception
and Engagement; Perceptions from teachers, students, and local communities indicate
concerns that modernization may lead to the loss of important cultural identities. Active
involvement of local communities in education, such as collaboration with traditional
leaders and the development of relevant teaching materials, can help maintain and
strengthen local wisdom. Recommendations for Educational Policy and Practice; To
address these challenges, it is recommended that education policies address the
importance of integrating local cultural values into modern curricula. Improving training
for educators and providing resources to support the teaching of local wisdom are
essential. Community-based approaches and developing programs that value local culture
can help maintain cultural identity while meeting global educational standards. Overall,
the modernization of education in the archipelago must be carried out by considering the
balance between global innovation and the preservation of local cultural identity. With an
inclusive approach and adequate support, the modernization process can enrich education
without sacrificing cultural values that are an integral part of the identity of students and
society.
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